medicinal virtue of colchicum, or at least underrate its efficacy, ?whilst many decry it as a drug of doubtful and dangerous character. Two circumstances appear to me to have retarded the introduction of this agent into general use.
It is one possessed of very active properties, and requires not only caution in its administration, but unwearied industry in watching its effects. He who prescribes colchicum must not merely order a certain quantity to be taken, and then leave his patient to his fate. The effect of every dose should be watched, and it must be increased or diminished, so as to secure the full effect of the medicine without the injurious consequence of an over dose.
There is another cause which has contributed to increase the prejudice against colchicum. It is generally allowed that the active principle of the French nostrum, the eau medicinale cTHusson, so celebrated some years ago for the cure of gout, is the same on which the medicinal virtue of colchicum depends, and the former medicine has been, I think, improperly banished from British practice, as one dangerous and often fatal to those for whom it is prescribed.
A knowledge and recollection of the extraordinary physiological and therapeutical properties of the eau medicinale, and a belief that it and the colchicum owe their medicinal virtue to the same vegetable principle, induced me to think favourably of the latter medicine, and to investigate its effects; an investigation, which, step by step, led to the conclusion which I am desirous of communicating to my professional brethren.
V arious preparations of colchicum autumnale, or of plants which the researches of modern chemists have proved to contain the same vegetable principle (veratria) 
